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The Old Testament











Biblical claims

• There was a Judaean King Hezekiah
• All the fortified cities of Judah were captured
• Except Jerusalem
• This was by Sennacherib king of Assyria
• Sennacherib particularly fought against Lachish
• Hezekiah was fined 30 gold talents
• Hezekiah was fined 300 silver talents
• Hezekiah gave all the silver in the king’s house 

and temple



Napoleon Bonaparte
1769-1821



Tiglath Pileser 
III



Shalmanezer V



Sargon II



Sennacherib



Esarhaddon



King Mentioned by

Ahab (Israel) Shalmaneser III (Assyrian)

Jehu (Israel) Shalmaneser III

Joash (Israel) Adad-Nirari (Assyrian)

Menahem (Israel) Tiglath-Pileser (Assyrian)

Pekah (Israel) Tiglath-Pileser

Joahaz (Judah) Tiglath-Pileser

Hosea (Judah) Tiglath-Pileser

Hezekiah (Judah) Sennacherib (Assyrian)

Manasseh (Judah) Esarhaddon, Asshurbanipal (Assyrian)

Jehoiachin (Judah) Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian)

Omri (Israel) Shalmaneser III, Tiglath-Pileser

Zedekiah (Judah) Nebuchadnezzar











Sennacherib’s 
account

• As for Hezekiah, the Judaean, I 
besieged 46 of his fortified walled 
cities. … I conquered them and took 
out 200,150 people … He himself, I 
locked up within Jerusalem, his royal 
city, like a bird in a cage …. Hezekiah 
was overwhelmed by the splendour of 
my lordliness and he sent me … 30 
talents of gold, 800 talents of silver …





Concise Dictionary of Akkadian, based on the Chicago Assyrian 
Dictionary



2 Kings 20:20

• The rest of the deeds of Hezekiah and 
all his might and how he made the pool 
and the conduit and brought water into 
the city, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah? (ESV)





Fall of Samaria in a 1785 Bible





What’s so 
surprising?

• KJV OT based on Second Bomberg Bible 
AD 1525.
• Second Bomberg Bible based on 

unidentifiable manuscripts, 
presumably dating between AD 1100 
and 1500.
• Ancient names known and dates 

known:
• before archaeology
• before decipherment
• Tiglath-Pileser III current dates: 

745-727 BC
• Shalmanezer V current dates: 727-

722 BC



The New 
Testament



Words Earliest copy Complete copy
Matthew 18,347 2nd/3rd century 4th century
Mark 11,303 3rd century 4th century
Luke 19,463 3rd century 4th century
John 15,445 2nd century 4th century

Biographies of Jesus

Main sources about the Emperor Tiberius
Words Earliest copy Date written

Velleius Paterculus 6,489 16th century AD 30
Tacitus 48,200 9th century After AD 110
Suetonius 9,310 9th century After AD 120
Cassius Dio 14,293 9th century After AD 200



Textual reliability



In 1516 Erasmus 
had 12th century 
manuscripts





In Rome: P75 



In Rome: P75 



John 1:1-14

182 words 812 letters

Erasmus 1516
= Tyndale House edition 

2017
= German Bible Society 

1979



Signs of trustworthiness



Jerusalem 
(+750m)

• Go up to Jerusalem (Matthew 20:17, 18; Mark 
10:32, 33; Luke 2:4, 42; 18:31; 19:28; John 2:13; 
5:1; 7:8, 10, 14; 11:55; 12:20)
• Go down from Jerusalem (Mark 3:22; Luke 2:51; 

18:14)
• “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho (–250m), and he fell among robbers…. 
Now by chance a priest was going down that 
road …” (Luke 10:30–31)



Nazareth and 
Cana to 
Capernaum

Nazareth 350m; Cana >200m; 
Capernaum –200m 

From Nazareth: ‘He went down 
to Capernaum’ (Luke 4:31)

From Cana: ‘He went down to 
Capernaum’ (John 2:12)



Cana to 
Capernaum

• He came again to Cana in Galilee where 
he had made the water wine. And at 
Capernaum there was an official whose 
son was ill. 47 When this man heard 
that Jesus had come from Judea to 
Galilee, he went to him and asked him 
to come down and heal his son... 
(4:46–47)
• ‘Sir, come down before my child dies’ 

(4:49)
• ‘And as he was going down’ (4:51)



Galilee 
connections

• Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works 
done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  But 
it will be more bearable in the 
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for 
you. And you, Capernaum, will you be 
exalted to heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades. (Luke 10:13–
15; cf. Matthew 11:21–23)



Galilee connections



Possible 
sources for 

the Gospels?

• No first-hand acquaintance, not enough info: 
Strabo (ca. 64 BC–AD 20), Pliny the Elder (AD 
23–79), Tacitus (ca. AD 56–117)
• Little first-hand acquaintance, not enough info: 

Philo (25 BC–AD 50), Ptolemy (d. AD 160) 
• First hand acquaintance, not enough info: 

Josephus (ca. AD 37–100)
• Too late: Babylonian Talmud (ca. AD 500)



Matthew Mark Luke John

Towns 43 33 62 39

Other places 6 5 5 4

Regions 32 16 29 25

Water bodies 9 6 3 8

Total places 90 60 99 76

Total words 18347 11103 19463 15445

Locations per 
1,000 words

4.905 5.404 5.087 4.921



Tax system

• Matthew and Mark place a whole group of toll collectors in 
Capernaum (Matthew 9:9–10; Mark 2:14–15)
• Land border of Galilee (Herod Antipas) and Gaulanitis (Philip)
• Sea border of Galilee (Herod Antipas) and Decapolis (autonomous Roman 

cities)

• Luke: Zacchaeus = chief toll collector in Jericho (Luke 19:2)
• Border between Judaea (Pilate) and Peraea (Herod Antipas)





Matthew and finance

• The magi, with their rich gifts (2:11)
• The parable about hidden treasure (13:44)

• The parable about the discovered pearl (13:45–46)
• Scribe bringing out old and new treasures (13:52)

• Approach to Peter of temple tax collectors (17:24–27)
• Servant forgiven 10,000 talents who refused to forgive 100 denarii (18:23–35)

• Workers grumbling at pay of one denarius (20:1–16)
• The parable about talents (25:14–30)

• Judas’s betrayal money (27:3) and it bought (27:7)
• Bribe given to the guards at Jesus’s tomb (28:12)



Undesigned
coincidences



Two sisters in Luke

• Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who 

sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted 

with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that 

my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord 

answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many 

things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which 

will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38–42 ESV)



Two sisters in John

• Martha hears + goes to Jesus / Mary “remained seated” (11:20)
• Martha welcomes
• Martha sends secret message
• Mary gets up quickly / going to weep at tomb? (11:31)
• Mary “fell at his feet” (11:32) 
• Jesus saw her weeping (11:33) / no record that Martha wept
• Martha says, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 

days” (11:39) – practical concern which misses point spiritually



Two brothers

• James and John = Sons of Thunder (Mark 3:17)
• When the disciples James and John saw, they said, “Lord, do you want us to say 

that fire should come down from heaven to consume them?” (Luke 9:54)



Luke 9 // 
Mark 3; Luke 
10 // John 11

Mark – Luke – John

Mark – John – Luke

Luke – Mark – John

Luke – John – Mark

John – Mark – Luke

John – Luke – Mark



Exact speech: 
drawing from 
a well

Prayer in garden: “My Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me; nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as you will.” (Matthew 
26:39)

Arrest in garden (to Peter): 
“shall I not drink the cup that 
the Father has given me?” (John 
18:11)



Exact speech: 
drawing from 
the well

Jesus met them and said, “Rejoice” And 
they came and took hold of his feet and 
worshiped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” (Matthew 28:9–10)

Jesus said to her, “Do not cling onto me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the 
father; but go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my father and 
your father, to my God and your God.’” 
(John 20:17)





Conclusion
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